U.S. Department of Somngaéadant Coast Guard 3\} OOhISecond DSérezeat, Sévg't 7581
i nited States Coast Guar: ashington, 593-Stop-
Homeland Security Staff Symbol: CG-5453
Phone: (202) 372-1287

United States Fax: (202) 372-1922

Coast Guard | Email: Alfreda. Ransom@uscg.mil
5720 .
FOIA 11-2180
April 27, 2011

Ms. Katherine Gallagher
Center for Constitutional Rights
666 Broadway, 6™ Floor

New York, NY 10012-2317

Dear Ms. Gallagher:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of June 30, 2010, concerning the
incident (Activity numbers 3759971 and 3760058) involving the vessel CHALLENGER I on November 19,
2009.

Per the telephone conversation of April 26, 2011 between Ms. Aleya Hussain and Ms. Alfreda Ransom, of my
staff, it is our understanding that you do not request the following information: home addresses, telephone
numbers, names of individuals who are third parties or witnesses, passport numbers and names of junior Coast
Guard personnel. '

We are granting your request under the FOIA, Title 5 U.S.C. § 552 as amended, and DHS’ implementing
regulations, 6 CFR Chapter I and Part 5. After carefully reviewing the documents for all records related to the
vessel CHALLENGER [, I have determined that it is appropriate for public release

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. In this instance,
because the cost is below $14 minimum, there is no charge.

We have enclosed all of the information requested in your letter of June 30, 2011, as amended by the telephone
conversation referenced above. If this does not reflect your understanding, please advise me in writing within
ten days from the date of receipt of this letter.

Sincerely,

CR- o

D. PATTERSON -

Chief, Data Administration Division
U.S. Coast Guard

By direction

Enclosure: (1) Vessel Activity Summaries 3759971 and 3760058/w enclosures

Copy: CG-DCO Directorate FOIA Coordinator




Homeland Security
United States
Coast Guard. Activity Summary Report
Title: Participation in Freedom Flofilla
Activity ID: 3750971
Activity Start Time: 086/07/2010 10:58:00 AM
Originating Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Owner Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Controlling Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Activity Type: Vessel Inspection/PSC
Team Lead: I
Stalus: Closed - Administrative Action
Stalus Date: 06/07/2010
Prompt Date:
Subject POC:
Operating Organization Name
FREE GAZA MOVEMENT - ‘Corporation
Address City . State Zip Country Province
F.G. Human Rights Projects, Ltd (Free Gaza Movement)c/o Centaur Trust2 Apostolos Varnavas Street 2571 Nisou, Nicosia,
cYy
Vessel Information
Vessel Name: VIN: Flag: Length: Tonnage(GRTATC):
CHALLENGER | DL8171AC UNITED STATES 66
Year Completed: Vessel Type: . Propulsion Type:
1977 Recreational-Motar Propetled Vessels-Yacht, Trawler Type - Diesel
Engine Compartment: Fuel Compartment: Construction: ‘
Unknown Unknown Unknown
Activities Conducted:
Type Date Unit

Associated/Involved Parties:

Party Name : Party Role
I Owner

Primary [

FREE GAZA MOVEMENT Qperator

Web Site www.freegaza.org/

Phone Number +357 99 081 767
WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN TRIPS LLC Owner

Work (302) 447-9800
I Operator -

Primary ]
Inspection Results
System ‘Date Results

Inspection Results - Deficiencies

(None)

Documents and Certificates:

Certificates:
Decument Description Issue Date Expire Date




. Documents and Certificates:
(Continued)

T =1 3
Documents: :
Name: Description
Challenger | Delaware Registration Application.pdf
Greek Directorate of Customs and Excise.pdf

Narrative Summary:

o o e o o o o P e EEEEm =

The MV CHALLEGER | [aka SAMOUD (Arabic for Steadfast)] is the former Greek registered M/ GOLDEN FLAME. Its Greek
registration number was 7024 and it was owned by * of Marinos, _ Pireaus, Greece.
The vessel was sold to Western Mediterranean Trips (NMT) LLC on February 24, 2010 for 130,000 euro. Ms,

accepted the vessel on behalf of WMT. Ms. was an Australian school teacher, a human rights activist and an organizer
for the Free Gaza Movement (FGM) (www.freegaza.org).

Ms. I registered the vessel with the State of Delaware on April 1, 2010. Assisting with the apptication was Delaware
Registry Limited at 3511 Silverside Road, Wilmington DE 19810, who provided the Delaware registered address for WMT.

The CHALLENGER | was boarded by the Greek General Directorate of Customs and Excise on Aprit 26, 2010 (page six and
seven of the Custom Form attached in the documents section of this activity). Mr. was identified on the Cyprus
Transit Log. I (UK) was identified as the Master. The Passenger and Crew List identified four crewmen however
none were US citizens. At least three of the passengers were US citizens. The rest of the passengers were a mix of
nationalities including German, British, Canadian and Brazilian.

The vessel, along with the CHALLENGER |, sailed from Heraklion Crete to meet the FGM sponsored Freedom Flofiila in May
2010, The Freedom Flotilla was an attempt to break the Israeli blockade of Gaza. The flotilla's flagship was the M/V MAVI
MARMARA and the voyage was noteworthy for the Israeli response which resulted in the non-compliant boarding of the MAVI
MARMARA and the death of nine activists.

The CHALLENGER | and the CHALLENGER I never made contact with the Israelis. Instead, both vessels experienced steering
casualties that forced them {o seek refuge in a Cyprus port. The CHALLENGER Il problems appeared to more severe in that the
vessel took on water after the bilge pump suddenly stopped working and the activists had to be transferred at sea to the MAVI
MARMARA 70 NM off the coast of Cyprus. The Greek side of Cyprus denied the CHALLENGER | request to enter port therefore
it sailed to the Port of Famagusta on the Turkish side of the island.

The CHALLENGER I and CHALLENGER i are undergoing repairs in Cyprus and they will try to rejoin the Freedom Flotilla at the
next opportunity.

Activity Action Log:

Eff. Date Unit Individual Description

06/07/2010  SEC DelwrBy ] Activity Created. Status: "Open - In
Progress"

06/07/2010  SEC DelwrBy [ ] Status Changed to "Closed - Administrative

Action"
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Homeland Seeuri
United States -
Coast Guard Activity Summary Report
Title: Participation in Freedom Flotilla
Activity ID: 3760058
Activity Start Time: 08/07/2010 12:22:00 PM
Qriginating Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Owner Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Controlling Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Activity Type: Vessel Inspection/PSC
Toam Lead: I
Status: Closed - Administrative Action
Status Date: 06/07/2010
Prompt Date:
Subject POC:
Operating Organization Name
FREE GAZA MOVEMENT - Corporation
Address City State Zip Country Province
F.G. Human Rights Projects, Ltd (Free Gaza Movement)c/o Centaur Trust2 Apostolos Vamavas Street 2571 Nisou, Nicosia,
Cy
Vessel Information
Vessel Name: VIN: Flag: Length: Tonnage(GRT/ITC):
CHALLENGER II DL8172AC UNITED STATES 69
Year Completed: Vessel Type: Propulsion Type:
1977 Recreational-Motor Propelled Vessels-Yacht, Trawler Type Diesel
Engine Compartment: Fuel Compartment: Construction:
Unknown Unknown Unknown
Activities Conducted:
Type Date Unit
Associated/Invoived Parties:
Party Name Party Role ' :
WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN TRIPS PLUS LLC Owner
Web Site www.delreg.com
Primary (302) 477-9800
Fax (302) 477-9811
Phone Number 1-800-321-2677
FREE GAZA MOVEMENT Operator
Web Site www.freegaza.org/
Phone Number +357 99 081 767
I Other
Primary I
Inspection Results
System Date Resulis

Inspection Results - Deficiencies

(None)

Documents and Certificates:

i
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Document Description Issue Date Expire Date




Documents and Certificates:
(Continued)

Documents:

Name: Description
Greek Directorate of Customs and Excise.pdf

Challenger || Delaware Registration Application.pdf

Narrative Summary:

e s s e e s s e s e e e e s s et e e s e s e s s s i e
e —————— o o o o o o o o e o e e e e o M

The M/V CHALLEGER Il [possible aka AMAL (Arabic for Hope)] is the former Honduran registered M/V NITTA 1. Its Honduran
registration number was RHL-043392 and it was owned by Anmar Shipping Company S. DE R.L.

The vessel was sold to Western Mediterranean Trips Plus (WMT Plus) LLC on March 4, 2010 for 120,000 euro. Ms. |l
accepted the vessel on behalf of WMT Plus, Ms. was an Australian school teacher, a human rights activist and
an organizer for the Free Gaza Movement (FGM) (www.freegaza.org).

Ms. I registered the vessel with the State of Delaware on April 1, 2010. Assisting with the application was Delaware
Registry Limited at 3511 Silverside Road, Wilmington DE 19810, who provided the Delaware registered address for WMT.

The CHALLENGER Il was boarded by the Greek General Directorate of Customs and Excise on April 23, 2010 (page four and
five of the Custom Form attached in the documents section of this activity). Mr. |IJEEEEE vas identified on the Cyprus
Transit Log. The Passenger and Crew List identified four crewmen however none were US cilizens. The passengers were a mix
of nationalities including Irish, UK, Norwegian, Australia, Belgium and Malaysia. There were no US citizens on board.

The vessel, along with the CHALLENGER |, sailed from Heraklion Crete to meet the FGM sponsored Freedom Flotilla in May
2010. The Freedom Flotilla was an attempt to break the Israeli blockade of Gaza. The flotilta's flagship was the M/V MAV]
MARMARA and the voyage was noteworthy for the Israeli response which resulted in the non-compliant boarding of the MAVI
MARMARA and the death of nine activists. )

The CHALLENGER | and the CHALLENGER 1l never made contact with the Israelis. Instead, both vessels experienced steering
casualties that forced them to seek refuge in a Cyprus port. The CHALLENGER |l problems appeared to more severe in that the
vessel took on water after the bilge pump suddenly stopped working and the activists had to be transferred at sea to the MAVI
MARMARA 70 NM off the coast of Cyprus. The CHALLENGER |l sailed to Limasscl for repairs.

The CHALLENGER | and CHALLENGER Il are undergoing repairs in Cyprus and that they will try to rejoin the Freedom Flotilla
at the next opportunity.

Activity Action Log:

Eff. Date Unit Individual Description

06/07/2010  SEC DelwrBy ] Activity Created. Status; "Open - In
Progress"

06/07/2010  SEC DelwrBy ] Status Changed to "Closed - Administrative

Action”
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